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I11 OUI' last .Ynn ua l Report, we

referred to a disastrous fire which
h.rd t a kcn place at our Fa nu
COI'IIlY, l l empstcad. The damage

h;IS since been murlc good, alld adv;(nt,lge has been taken
of t his ()PI)urtllllity to r.-build tile dallwged barns and
outbuildillgs ill ,I more sulistu n t ia l .uid permanent style.
A IICII' 1\'1111-; IS I«)I\ unde-r construction, designed to
receive an addition,t1 number of lads for training for
cmigration. Part ()f tile wr n]; has been done hy the
inmates of the lurm t lumsc lvcs. The new wing has
proceeded rather slowl ,', for want of funds, but it is
hoped that it vvi l] shortly he completed .md ready for use.

This [urt hcr accommodation is urgently required.
We arc able usefully and bcue hcin l ly to place almost any
number of suitable bids in the Colonies, under circurn-
stances which will, humanly speaking, ensure useful,
happy lives: instead of the pinched, narrow existence
which they would have led at home,

The lads chosen are such as are of good character
and physique, and \1110, generally owing to their having
corn menced Iife, on lea vi ng school, as errand- boys, news-
paper sellers, golf-caddies, van-boys or some similar
"blind·alley'· employment, fiud themselves without
employment an d without prospect of getting work.
Before they have had time to lose the hahit of industry,
we endeavour to get hold of them, and train them for
pcrma nen t em ployrnen t, fi rst at our Lads' Home at
Stonchridgc Park, N.\\'., and afterwards those selected
for emigration receive at least two months' training at
Hempstead. The [uil t\l'll months' farm training is
necessary, in order to obtain t h c ad";lntage of the system
of nominated passages, besides being of incalculable
benefit to t hc lads t hc.msclvcs. I l cnce the necessity of
the additional accommodat ion at Hempstead. Even so,
the number whom we arc :Ihlt' to receive is but small

Lads and the
Land.
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!, r:;, ,~,,:1 \par~d whh the great nurn hers of lads who every year11I',' ':rge, at! te age of seventeen or ei~htee,n, from" blind-

I I I y" enrptoyments; and 'a large proportion of whom go
i, : I wel.! theovercrowded casual labour market, even tually
~" ,iorrilDg uremPIOyed, then unemployable, and finally

'I'! ,'nters of' asual wards and the Embankment and streets
,1 'r wi~ter nights, Could this branch of our work be

' , Itsider,ablyl extended, a large portio~ of, the supply of
ruits for ~he nrmy of homeless, starving incapables and
li-capabIJs',\'ould at once be cut off.
, . I Attention has lately been

:To He lp called to the absolute need, exist-
rl'orn romen. ing in London and other great

, ..:,' cities, of places where, at a very
erate p [ice, respectable women, without home or

nds, can

1
1',Obtain board and :odging in SUI roundings

"from t e objections, moral and physical, attaching
the ,ordi, ary common lodging-house. The number
uch plac s for women is so small as to be negligible.
'is, unn' cessar)' to enlarge upon the dangers

ounteredl by women, especially young and inexperi-
d ones, 1vho have no safe place of refuge. To assist
up'plyin~' this undoubted need, we hope shortly to

n a", ne\J Board ing Home for \ Vornen. I t will be
e"r the 'Cjlbarge of Ch,ll~'ch ArIll)' Sisters, and ,wj 11, we
e; be a entre of sp ir it un l life, as well as giVIng, to
r::womenan advantage long enjoyed by men.
',:" i We hope also to open very
: cu1·ng soon a new Home at lC1cet, in
Cons.u.ption. Hampshire, for children in the
'F, "1, " first stages of tuberculosis, when'
est ~aset this terrible disease is still curable by means

'esh air, s msh ine ~nd'plentif111 food: Hither:') we have
i compe led" m justice to other inmates, to refuse
ission tJ' our Fresh Air Homes to consumptive
ren, whitle knowing that in many cases all that the
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Hempstead Hall.
IL is therefore with spccin l

gladncss that wc record the COI11-
plct ion of the works at the I~mi-

gration Training Farm,
Helll p s t c a d Ilall,
refcrred to in our last
Annual Report. They
arc found to "dd much
to the facility of carry-
ing on thc speci"l work
for which the estate is
now used- rhc training
of lads for work on the
land at home or in
Australia.

\Ve attach gre;,t
imparlance to this
s p c c i al effort for
rescuing lads, who a re

. of good character ;1IH.1
Street·wlllf nnt e•.•n~ t.nhuur Hnme. I .have not lost the ,allll

of steady industry, from the pcril of joining the over-
rrowd cd ranks of C;'Sl1;i1 labour. with the prohahle
result (If becoming unclllployed and Iinnlly uncm ploy-
.iblc. The I;Hls choscu <Ire such as have been put

I
I

.1

27 •

into hlind - alley cmpln)'lllcnts by their p.ucnts 011

leaving' school, with the result that, at t he age of
seventeen or cighteen, they find themselves C;151. on the
world, not knowing" any trade, and without menus o(
livelihood. Such lad s arc a lmost Iorccd into the
melancholy army of unemployed; and it is Irorn this
SOllrCC more than from any other that there comes the
supply of homeless, stn r vinj; vng rnnts who haunt the
streets at night, c<lclging for free soup ;' and passing
on their 0\1"11 miseries to their childrcn :and remoter.
generations. Anything t hat i can be done t~ avert this
fate, to save the bright, hopeful lad of seventeen from
becoming the hungry, rl1ggcd loafer of premature
middle-age, is well worth the expenditure of much time
and trouble.
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or rour months' 5Dee;J; traimne icr iar:» lift ore oaratorv
to Qoing to _~ustra"lia. to t ne e;re oi a local 'Co'mmittee
wit h the Archbishop of Brisbane a: its head. which

j

Group of Hempstead Lads.

Learning to Milk.

sec.ir es ror them well-paid and permanent -vor i: on farms.
anei .ooks after their material anci spiritual welfare.
Th- training which t hev receive at Hern ostead. though
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